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St Augustine and Boethius; after a brief halt in Paris he reached England
on 30th June 1392. Two years later Henry lost his wife, who died giving birth
to her second daughter Phdlippa and seventh child.1

By experience, therefore, Henry was well qualified to order a kingdom.
At the outset of his reign he removed all doubts as to his intentions. In parlia-
ment, after the crown was offered to him, he solemnly announced that he meant
to rule as a constitutional monarch; and made it clear that there were to be
neither recriminations nor acts of vengeance. But his policy of clemency was
not appreciated, and early in 1400 Henry was faced by a dangerous conspiracy
organised in Richard's interest by the Earls of Huntingdon, Kent, and Salisbury.
The back of this rebellion was easily broken: Kent and Salisbury met their
death at the hands of a Cirencester mob ; and a similar fate was meted out to
Huntingdon by the men of Essex. How far Henry himself was implicated in
Richard's murder it is impossible to say. At the beginning of his reign he was
certainly opposed to violence, and was sharply criticised by his friends for his
restraint; but the revolt of the earls demonstrated the insecurity of his position
as long as Richard lived; and while he may not actually have ordered his
cousin's death, his friends may have acted in full knowledge that the king would
be relieved by the removal of such a dangerous rival.

Relations with Scotland at once claimed Henry's attention. The truce
negotiated by Richard's government expired at the end of September 1399 :
it was in Henry's interests that it should be renewed. But the Scots were
reluctant to put themselves in a position of being unable to take advantage of
the internal disorders which they believed would follow the usurpation; they
sat cannily on the fence and waited. In June 1400 they put forward the sugges-
tion that the Treaty of Northampton of 1328 should be the basis of discussions
between the two countries ; and in August Henry marched an army into Scot-
land to enforce his overlordship. It was a Pyrrhic victory which he gained
over the Scots: after the English army had taken Edinburgh and failed to take
Dalhousie negotiations were opened, the Scots promising to give careful con-
sideration to the claim of overlordship; but no sooner was Henry back in
England than the border warfare was continued. Douglas, an implacable
enemy of the English, had control of the government in the northern kingdom,
and in February 1402 he put forward as a casus belli the charge that the Percies
disturbed the peace of the Border. Henry defended them, but the Percy
interests were involved in the Welsh rebellion, and it was not long before this
powerful family was arrayed against the king. Self-interest, however, for
the moment compelled loyalty: until Douglas' power was broken they were
bound to stand by the government. On I4th September 1402 at Humbledon

1 There is good reason for thinking that Mary de Bohun gave birth to a child within a year of her
marriage to Henry : it was either still-born or died soon after birth.